
All these telephone numbers are Nottingham (0115) 
 

Minister, Rev Chris Gray Tel: 946 8277 
 

Superintendent, Rev Stuart Bell Tel: 9282207 
 

University Chaplain, Rev Anna Ratcliff Tel: 0784 681 7424 
 

Church Administrator, Karen Jowett: Tel: 9431164 
 

Chilwell Road Methodist Church website:  

www.chilwellroadmethodist.org.uk 
 

Email address: admin@chilwellroadmethodist.org.uk 
 

Contributions please: The copy deadline for the next 

newsletter is 
Sunday 13th February 

 

Articles, comments and news can be put in the B pigeon hole 
at church, e-mailed to hj.brough@tinyworld.co.uk  

or Tel: 922 8260 
 

Thanks! 

Ministers serving village chapels beware?  

 
John Foster has been reading a book called ñThe Country 
Chapelò by John Hibbs and found this decision in 1914 

concerning the neighbouring village Congregational 
chapels of Tillingham and Steeple in Essex:  

ñTo reduce the Church expenses, the trap 
which conveyed the Minister to Steeple on 

Sunday mornings, was dispensed with.  The 

Church agreed, however, to provide tyres 
for the Ministerôs bicycle.ò 
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ñCome As You Areò  
Church Membership Course  

 

This yearôs ñCome As You Areò 
Course will take place on 

Wednesday evenings 6 th , 20 th , 27 th  
April, 4 th , 18 th , 25 th  May.  

 

It is a shorter course than normal. 

It will be for anyone who wishes to 

explore the Christian faith, 
whether already a church member 

or relatively new to church.  It will 

serve as a preparation course for 
anyone who would like to be 

received into membership at 

Chilwell Road.  
 

The service of Reception into 
Membership will be held on 

Pentecost Sunday 12 th  June at 

10.30am.  If you would like to 
take part in ñCome As You Are 

2011ò, please contact Chris Gray 

on 0115 946 8277 or 
chrisgray99@btinternet.com . 

javascript:void(0);
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Chrisõs Message 

The Year of the Bible 
 

I hope that you are finding the special emphasis on the Bible this year, 
as we celebrate the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King 
James Version of the Bible, is helping you to read it, understand it and 
respond to it in new ways.  If you have been able to join in some or all of 
ǘƘŜ άwŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
us, then I am sure you will be feeling better equipped to read the Bible. 
And if you have taken up the Junior Church E100 Challenge (reading 100 
essential Bible passages during the year ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪύΣ ȅƻǳ 
will be getting a wonderful overview of the whole narrative of the Bible. 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9млл ς just contact any 
member of the Junior Church staff. And I hope too that you have got in 
your diaries FRIDAY APRIL 1ST AT 7.30PM when Lance Pierson will be 
bringing us his dramatised version of the gospel story in contemporary 
English.  This will be a great evening of Bible experience. 

 

²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΚ L ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƭƭƛƴǎ .ƛōƭŜ 
/ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ 

 

¢ǿƻ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΥ 
άŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 
that the Bible is uniquely capable of leading people from every 
generation and situation to faith in God through Jesus Christ.  The 
.ƛōƭŜΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ 
Testament documents were originally collected together because they 
were considered to be an accurate account of the events and 
significance of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  The church 
realised that when the apostles who had been with Jesus had 
themselves died, it was vital that the young church was able to pass on 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 
church also accepted the Jewish Scriptures as an authority for their 
faith.  These were the Scriptures that Jesus himself had known and 
quoted from, and as the first Christians studied the writings and 
prophecies, they discovered that they also pointed faithfully to what 
ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ άhƭŘέ 
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Prayer Times: Saturday 12th February  

9.15am to 10am in the Epworth Room.                                                     

Everyone Welcome  

and directing them towards God  

Giving Prayer a Direction 

Giving prayer a direction     

Prayer themes this month are from                           

the Church Council 
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Please pray for: 

The decision to be made in March for which level of commitment to 

make to The Methodist Churches of Beeston and Chilwell, and for 

our Envision service on 30 January which will prepare us to make the 

decision. 

For Hope NG9 and the launch of the Street Angels project on 13 

February which offers support on the streets on Friday nights and the 

possibility of a caf® style church in Tescoôs caf®. 

For all those affected by the floods in Queensland Australia and the 

floods and mudslides in Brazil. 

For the needs of all homeless people. 

For people worried and fearful about violence and the level of 

violence in our area. 

For people affected by the government cuts and the subsequent 

threats of job losses and loss of their houses. 

For Reap India, our Church Charity 2011. 
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From Sally 

I have a confession to make in this year of the 400 th  Anniversary of the King 
James Version of the Bible.  I find the Bible really tricky!  There is so much of 
it that makes me irritable, cranky and confused. I find great slabs of it 
tedious and boring. This is not helped by the fact that I am a tediously slow 

reader and labour over meaning, metaphor,  interpretation. For many, many 
years I read the Bible through a fairly black and white reading interpretive 
grid and that did not help.  
 

I had my first óa-haô experience with reading the Bible while at the Catholic 
Teacherôs College where I trained.  This was in the early ó80s and a 
passionate educator taught us about óLiberation Theologyô and reading the 
Bible ófrom belowô.  This is the idea that the reading of the Bible has been in 

the hands of the educated and the wealthy.  What would happen if we 
liberated the reading the Bible into the context of the poor, the uneducated 
or from a position outside the normal powers of the Church?  What would we 

hear, see, feel, experience?  How would God speak?  What a wonderful fresh 
way of reading the Bible!  I applied this way of reading the Bible with the folk 
living on the edges I worked with in Melbourne.  Lives were liberated in a 
new way of understanding and experiencing Godôs love. 
 

A feminist reading of the Bible also spoke to me.  This interpretive tool 

reminds us that the Bible has been in the hands, the minds and the words of 
men since the beginning.  What would happen if we looked for the female 

voice in the Bible?  And a bit like a Liberation reading, who are the people in 
the shadows in the Bible, what can they teach us?  What is not  being said?  
What is óherstoryô in the Bible? 
 

Then along the way I have learnt that the Bible is poetic, lyrical, mystical, 
wonderful, awe -inspiring, challenging, full of intimacy and grandeur.  Godôs 

epic story of Love is magnificent!  
 

In my years of working with Children and Young people in Schools and as we 
have opened the Bible to see how it speaks to Children and Young people ï 
wondrous things have happened.  A 14 year old girl reading Psalm 139 
squealed with delight as she read ñFor you created my inmost being, you knit 
me together in my motherôs wombò.  óWowô she said óGod, and the doctorsô 
created me in a test tube, that is awesome!ô  (she is an IVF baby). 
 

15 year olds have happened across Leviticus and Song of Solomon and 

talked frankly about Sex in all its joy and difficulty.  Young children have just 
blurted out things like óI love Godô from sitting in their little reading circles 
with their Lions Children bibles in their laps.  
 

So in this Year of Bible Fresh, may the God of the fresh, the fruity and the 
fertile dazzle you with new ways of reading the Bible.  
 

Sally 
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¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ άbŜǿέ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦ  {ƻ 
ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
ƛǘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ όǿǊƛǘǘŜƴύ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ 
understand that the Bible is not filled simply with human messages or 
accounts of religious experiences, but that through the different human 
authors of the various books, God declares his word. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛōƭŜΩǎ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
mean that God dictated the words of Scripture to the human authors 
who simply acted as secretaries. In that case the human authors would 
have contributed nothing at all. But on the other hand, calling Scripture 
άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
idea which they wrote down as being a message from God. Rather, the 
Bible is inspired because the message we receive from it is both a 
collection of human words and the words of the eternal God. The term 
άƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƘŜƭǇǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ 
and so requires study and effort in order to be understood, and that it is 
divine, so its message can only be received as the Spirit of God enables 
faith and understanding. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ άLƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
relationship with the Bible should be.  The Bible is given to us by God 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ DƻŘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ !ǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊǎΣ ƛǘ 
is decisively significant for our lives and for the world.  
 

Throughout this year, may we meet with the  living God in new ways 
through his word. 

 
With very best wishes 

 

Chris 
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Junior Church News 

The Junior Church are busy all of the time, but in the run up to Christmas 

our activities become almost frantic.  We start 

rehearsals for the Nativity play at the 

beginning of November, thatôs why we are not 

usually around in church.  We also manage to 

find time to do some creative work ready to 

decorate the church and we have our own act 

of remembrance.  Curly and 

Wurly take part too.  

As part of the decorations for the church over the 

Christmas period, we run a flower workshop, with help 

from some flower arranging experts from the 

congregation.  The  children make a decoration to take 

home and work together on the larger 

decorations for the church.  

Then we have the Nativity service, the culmination of a 

couple of months of hard work for both the children and 

the staff.  This year we added a Senior Choir.  

Finally as we begin a new year we have our Christmas 

parties.  The younger children have a party over lunchtime with crafts 

and games and of course lunch.  The Young People have an evening 

party featuring such games as ñBible topping pizzaò a game whereby you 

earned a topping for your teamôs pizza base by answering a Bible based 

question.  This proved to be a very popular game.  Another  Bible game 

was Bible Pictionary, where you had to draw a Bible story for your team 

to guess.  

During 2011 the 

Junior Church are 

taking up Challenge 

100, to read 100 

essential Bible 

reading throughout 

the year.  Why donôt 

you take up the challenge too?  See Heather Brough for details.  
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Christians are not entirely 
agreed on the number of books 

in the Old Testament.  
Protestants recognise 39, 

Catholics include 46 and 
Ethiopian Orthodox have as 

many as 54.  

How many copies have been printed or sold?   The Bible 
is by far the best -selling book of all time.  However, no one 

can be absolutely sure exactly how many copies have been 
printed, sold or distributed.  Bible Societyôs attempt to 

calculate the number printed between 1816 and 1975 
produced the figure of 2,458,000,000 ï almost 2 and a half 

billion.  Another survey, for the years up to 1992, put it 
closer to 6 billion.  

BIBLE FACT: The Bible is the most shoplifted book in 

the world.  

CHALLENGE 100  

If you want to learn more 
about what is in the Bible why 

donôt you join the Junior 

Church in the Scripture Union 
Challenge 100 to read 100 

essential Bible readings during the year.  Its not to 

late to start, sign up on the Bible Fresh noticeboard 

or see Heather Brough for a list of readings.  


